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CALENDAR 

FOR FUTURE EVENTS 

Monday, April 6, 2015 
Building Corporation Meeting – 7:00 p.m.  

Membership Meeting – 8:00 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Sunday, April 12, 2015 

8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses at St. Vincent 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SHIELD DEADLINE:  Mon., April 20, 2015 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thirty-sixth Anniversary Dinner 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 
Fr. Kramer Council  -  See Norm Podgorski for Tickets 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Officers Meeting  
Monday, April 27, 2015  -  7:30 p.m. 

THE  SHIELD 
 Official Publication of Fr. James B. Heary, O.P.  -  Council 7239 Knights of Columbus 

          30191 Dequindre, Madison Heights, MI  48071  -  Phone:  (248) 588-3430  -  www.kofc7239.org 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE   Ron Thompson 

      Thanks to all of the people who helped us with our 
TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE.  Your support is kindly appreci-
ated. I wish everyone a blessed Easter. Our KofC Anniver-
sary Dinner is this month and look forward to celebrating 
it with you.  
     How important is it to you to help us achieve Star 
Council? I hope it’s very important. New members are 
necessary to getting us to Star Council. They will be our 
replacements. They will not fall in our laps. We all need to 
make a push to contact potential new members. 
     I want everyone to start thinking about our future. I 
have a vison of new young families becoming members. 
They will be the future leaders of this council. I challenge 
you to each bring in a new member. With the additional 
new members, outreach to our parish and community will 
be exponentially increased.  

LADIES AUXILIARY       By Janice Polan, President 

     Wishing all a Happy and Blessed Easter holiday.   

     There will be no regular meeting in April.  Instead, the 
Ladies will hold a birthday celebration for their current and 
active members on Tuesday, April 14, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Bob Evans Restaurant on Concord Street near 14 Mile/
I-75 ramp.  Our "Lady of the Year" Award will be pre-
sented at the dinner.  Cost per member to attend is $5 
and can be paid to our Treasurer, MaryLou. 

    Please remember to pick up a restaurant gift card for 
our Mackinac Island Raffle Basket "Bon Appetit A 
La Michigan".  The deadline for donations will be the end 
of April to allow me sufficient time to put together a 
menu/frame prior to our May meeting. 

     Thank you to all that participated in the Tootsie Roll 
Drive and/or Thank You Potluck Dinner held on Palm Sun-
day.  Your support was greatly appreciated. 

     Please remember to continue to support our Knights 
with their events, including their Anniversary Dinner on 
Saturday, April 25th.  See the newsletter article for tick-
ets and additional information. 

Program Director Report 
By Darren Gray 

     Brother Knights, it warms my heart that we 

had such a wonderful turnout for the St. Pat-

rick’s Day dinner.  It was the biggest turnout 

that I have seen in quite a while.  However, as 

I mentioned at the meeting, I will not be push-

ing for people to make the Friday Night Din-

ners anymore.  I don’t know if it was the 

weather or that Friday’s are bad nights, but the 

last several Friday Night Dinners have had a 

terrible turnout.  That being said, we will stick 

with the ‘special’ dinners for now.  The next 

one is the Anniversary Dinner on April 25th.  

See Norm Podgorski for tickets.  The rest of 

April is pretty quiet, after the rush of the 

Spring Tootsie Roll drive.  So enjoy the Spring 

weather. 



Mike Higgins 

Ron Ploskonka 

Don Wesierski 

Frank Meister 

John Turchin 

Jim Morrison 

Joe Schanbeck 

Norm Podgor-

ski 

Tony Bliss 

Ken Podgorski 

Lynn Figg 

Darren Gray 

Becoming the 

Paschal Mystery 
By Johan Van Parys  

       Have you ever wondered where Lent 
comes from? The word Lent comes from the 
Middle English word Lente, which means 
"spring."  Just as new life abounds in spring, 
during Lent we prepare to celebrate new life 
at Easter.  The origin of Lent can be traced 
back to a period of intense fasting and pray-
ing in preparation for adult baptism. In some 
Christian communities this period lasted 
anywhere from a few days or a few weeks to 
the symbolic forty days. Our current forty-day 
Lenten fast refers back to the forty days of 
Jesus and the forty years of Israel's people 
spent in the desert. 
     It was determined that Easter Vigil to be 
the best time to celebrate baptism, and forty 
days of preparation before Easter became a 
custom. Currently the period of preparation 
for Easter known as Lent is recognized by the 
entire community; it used to be recognized 
only by catechumens planning to be baptized 
during the Easter Vigil. 
     Lent also became the time for great pen-
ance by those who belonged to the Order of 
Penitents as the precursor to the sacrament 
of reconciliation, which was created to allow 
people to repent for grave sins. The bishop 
admitted sinners to the Order of Penitents 
during a special rite that included the use of 
ashes. A remnant of this rite is found in our 
Ash Wednesday service.   
     Members of the Order of Penitents were 
excluded from the sacraments and expected 
to dedicate their lives to prayer and penance. 
Once a year, on Holy Thursday, the bishop 
welcomed those who were ready to be read-
mitted to the Church and the sacraments. 
Penitents would intensify their prayer and 
penance during the days leading up to 
Easter.   
     Today, these two movements toward the 
sacraments of initiation and reconciliation 
characterize the season of Lent. Lent is in-
deed the time of final preparation for those 
who will join the Catholic Church during the 
Easter Vigil. Those who are already members 
are called to reconcile with God and the 
Church so they can celebrate Easter in a 
worthy manner.  
     In addition, Lent offers three disciplines as 
part of the preparation for initiation and rec-
onciliation: fasting, praying and giving of alms 
(charity or care for others). Prayer allows us 
to reconnect with God. Without this relation-
ship, our Church membership is a mere exer-
cise in following rules and regulations. Pen-
ance helps us reconnect with ourselves as an 
exercise in removing everything that clouds 
our vision. Giving alms enables us to recon-
nect with others as an exercise in sharing. 
     May the celebration of this great season of 
Lent be a time of sincere penance, prayer, 
and sharing so that, in a renewed spirit, we 
may become the paschal mystery we cele-
brate. 
 

36th ANNUAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

DINNER 
     Fr. Heary Council #7239 

is holding its 36th ANNI-

VERSARY DINNER on Sat-

urday, April 25, 2015 

from 6:00 p.m. until 

11:00 p.m. at Fr. Kramer 

Council, located at 7900 

Bernice in Center Line (first 

stop light about three blocks 

south of I-696 off of the 

west side of Van Dyke). 

Ticket price is $27.50 per 

person.  Includes two meat 

buffet, dessert, beer, wine, 

juice and soda pop and a DJ 

for your dancing pleasure. 

Also, if you prefer It is okay 

to B.Y.O.B. Some hard liq-

uor will be provided.  

Please reserve this date 

and help us celebrate. 

FOR TICKETS CONACT: 

NORM PODGORSKI 

at 248-546-3730 or 

normpod@wowway.com 
____________________________________________ 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

01  Jeffrey Scott 

02  John Turchin, PGK, FDD 
04  Thaddeus Zakrzewski 

04  Robert Pasternak 
05  Richard Witkowski 
14  Craig Marion 

17  John Lamerato 
17  Francis McFall 
19  Timothy Kujawa 
21  Lewis Bertrand 

22  John Hanser 

30  Silvio Marchesi 
____________________________________________ 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

02   James Linn 

10   Jimmie Johnson 
10   David Hopcroft 
11   Rev. Ralph Cahover 

12   Anthony Ritter 

13   Larry Surratt 
14   Matthew Ventimiglia 
16   Matthew Skogland 
21   Raymond Dulecki 

OFFICERS ROSTER  
Sate Deputy:  Robert W. Fox ….……...………………. 

District Deputy:  Harry Deneweth ...… 1-586-772-5463 

Chaplain …………..………………….……………….. 

Grand Knight:   Ron Thompson ............ 248-398-7331 

Deputy GK: Glain C. Guilmette…………. 586-419-

4641 

Financial Sec’y.:  Darren Gray, PGK …...  248-302-8918 

Chancellor:  Ron Bertolini ……....…..... 248-399-9261 

Warden:  Tony Szeliga .…………..….... 248-399-3574 

Advocate:  Lynn Figg, PGK ……...…...... 586-977-0240 

Treasurer:  James Morrison, PGK, FDD….. 248-585-

2324  

Recorder:  Silvio Marchesi ...…...….…. 586-757-0944   

GUARDS 
Ernie Scheid ………………..…….….... 248-544-2739 

Bob Brunk……………………….………  248-583-1942 

Dave Tupiak…………………….…….… 248-506-1550 

TRUSTEES 
Donald  Bessler, 2 Years …………….... 248-548-1098  

Frank Meister, PGK, 3 Years……...….… 517-552-9514 

Duane McLaughlin, 1 year ………….…. 248-885-3153 

Program Director:  Darren Gray, PGK …... 248-302-

8918 

Membership Chairman:  Ron Bertolini ... 248-399-9261 

Church Activities Director:  Joe Miller … 248-399-

0262 

Boysville Chairman:  J. Turchin, PGK, FDD     248-547-

0854 

Vocation Public Relation Director:  ...…………………. 

Youth Director:  Darren Gray, PGK …….. 248-302-

8918 

Mentally Impaired Drive Chairmen 

Joe Schanbeck, PGK, PFN ……….......... 248-379-9812 

Jim Morrison, PGK, FDD ……………...… 248-585-2324 

Norm Podgorski, PGK. FDD ………..……  248-546-3730  

RIGHT-TO-LIFE CHAIRMAN  
Jim Morrison, PGK, FDD …….…..…..…. 248-585-2324 

THE SHIELD EDITOR 
Silvio Marchesi …………………......... 586-757-0944 

  E-mail: scm04@wowway.biz  

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Janice Polan ………………..........….. 248-585-1573 

FIELD INSURANCE AGENT 
Tony Bliss ……………...….………….. 248-224-4396  

BUILDING CORPORATION   

R. Carlisle, President …... C: 248-703-4136  248-585-8069 

Richard Witkowski, Vice President ..…….  248-546-0867 

Norm Podgorski, PGK. FDD, Treasurer …... 248-546-3730  

PAST GRAND KNIGHTS 

mailto:normpod@wowway.com


PRAYER LIST 

     Valleria Alexander, 

Glenn Bessler, Gerald Bliss, 
Bea Bouttillier, Mike Briggs, 

Nan Brown, Ann Brunk, 
Mark Carlis le, Betty 
Cookets, Noah Cranston, 

Derek Dinkins, Ray Dulecki, 
Dee Figg, Barbara Fisher, 

Wallis Flynn, Ed Galczynski, 
Benny Guc, Mary Jane Guc, 

Rose Halkey, Shirley Jurek, 
Catherine Lesniak, Patti Lo-
bos, Aldo Marchesi, Edna 

Marchesi, Silvio Marchesi, 
Chris McCoy, Sharon 

McCoy, Duane McLaughlin, 
Rachel McLaughlin, Marge 
Moore,  Barbara Olevenick, 

Leona Peklo, Helen Piana, 
Stella Ploskonka, Pat 

Podgorski, Norm Podgorski, 
D i c k  R o e s k e ,  J o e 
Scamamna, Judie Schan-

beck, Joe Schanbeck, 
Patricia A. Scheid, Patricia 

M. Scheid, Marilyn Shaub, 
Christine Szeliga, Steve 
Szeliga, Mark Smith, Robert 

Stack, Lori Stack, Ronnie 
Thompson, GK, Ann Tupiak, 

Lee Ventimiglia, Matt Ven-
timiglia, Ilene Wagely, 
Marian Welsh, Regis Welsh, 

Jean Witkowski. 
NOTE: Just a reminder. 

Please make sure to 
write names clearly so 

that I can add them 

correctly to  the sick 
and deceased list  

___________________________ 

COFFEE & DONUTS 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

     There will be NO COF-

FEE and DONUTS, April 5 
since that is Easter. Be-

cause the third Sunday 
is reserved for First 
Communion, the Pan-

cake Breakfast will be 
held April 12 after the 

8:00 and 10:00 Masses. 

We Stand Strong on Ethical Ground  

     Some people believe that ethics in business is a contradiction in terms. 

They think that in order to be profitable, a company and its leaders must 
abandon morality and embrace the dark, greedy side that they see so often in 

the news and in movies.  
     At the Knights of Columbus, we know this isn’t true. A business can be 

both ethical and successful. We are! 

     As a Catholic organization, we understand the value and importance of 
our core beliefs and the original mission of Venerable Father Michael J. 

McGivney. In fact, much of the strength and financial security we provide to 
members and their families can be attributed to our ethical, moral standards. 

     More than 96 percent of Knights who buy our life insurance keep it, year 
in and year out. The Order takes this commitment to our members very seri-

ously. This means carefully planning when it comes time to invest. Our pro-

fessional staff researches all transactions to insure that they fall in line with 
Catholic values. If a transaction makes them uncomfortable, they don’t make 

it. 
     “We exclude any company engaged in activity that conflicts with Catholic 

moral teaching: companies directly involved in abortion, contraception, hu-

man cloning, embryonic stem cell research, for-profit health care that pays for 
any of these, or pornography.” said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. “There 

are many companies in the pharmaceutical and communications industries 
that would undoubtedly provide excellent returns for us, but which are not in 

our portfolio because they engage in research and development or program-

ming in ways that violate the sanctity or dignity of human life.” 
     In the end, the Knights of Columbus investment strategy is motivated by 

morality, not money. Yet, each year we remain profitable, increase our assets 
and stay dedicated to this vision that will keep the Order financially sound for 

generations to come. 
     But don’t just take our word for it. In 2014, the Knights of Columbus was 

named a “World’s Most Ethical Company” by the Ethisphere Institute. 

“Faithful Catholics have choices when buying life insurance,” said the Su-
preme Knight. “But they know that at the Knights of Columbus their policy is 

supplied by an insurer that shares their moral and ethical values and is guided 
in all of its investments and sales practices by those values.”* 

Contact me today to learn more about our products. 

*Receive a complete Family Needs Analysis at my expense. 

Ask about our 

GUARANTEED LIFE INSURANCE, ANNUITIES  

LONG TERM CARE & DISABILITY INSURANCE 

In Christ, 

ANTHONY BLISS 

Knights of Columbus 
Supreme Council Field Agent 
750 Pine Ridge Lane 
Madison Heights, MI 48071 

Cell   248-224-4396 

FAX  586-591-6500 

Email  Anthony.Bliss@kofc.org 

 
 

mailto:Anthony.Bliss@kofc.org


 

 

 

EDWARD SWANSON & 

SON 

FUNERAL HOME 
30351 Dequindre 

Madison Heights, MI  48071 

Edward C. Swanson 

Dennis C. Swanson 

248-588-5120 

Marchesi Printing Co. 
25329 Virginia Drive 

Warren, MI  48091-1343 

Letterheads    -  Envelopes  
Business Cards 

Our Specialty: 

Holy Cards and Tickets 

586-757-0944 

Fax:  586-754-4709 

Email:  scm04@wowway.biz 

HOPCROFT 
FUNERAL HOMES 

ART HOPCROFT, Founder 

HAZEL PARK    MADISON HEIGHTS 

 23919 John R.        31145 John R. 

 248-543-6687        248-585-7770 

DAVID HOPCROFT, Owner 

  DANIEL FINLEY , Director             

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

Mary 

Zalewski 

 

 

 

 

 
Commercial and Residential 

Carpet Repair 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 

 

BLASÉ RAONA 
Cell: 248-895-5714 

Phone:  248-547-5440 

Fax:  248-547-7073 

GERALD’S FLORIST 
29131 DEQUINDRE 

MADISON HEIGHTS, MI  

48071 

248-398-2322 
OPEN MON.-FRI.: 10-6 

Marlow 

Family 

Dental 
1905 Marlow, Warren, MI  48092 

(East side of Dequindre and 12½ Mile Road) 

“Come and experience 

a true Family Practice” 

Christopher T. Gorecki, D.D.S. 

Michele M. Tulak-Gorecki, D.D.S. 

586-751-7777 
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   1 
Happy Birthday 
Jeffrey Scott 
 

2 
Happy Birthday 
J. Turchin, PGK 
FDD 

3 
 

4 
Happy Birthday 
T. Zakrzewski 
Robert Pasternak 

5 
Happy Birthday 
Richard Witkowski 
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8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
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 Pancake Breakfast 
After 8 & 10 masses 

13 
 

14 
Happy Birthday 
Craig Marion 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Happy Birthday 
John Lamerato 
Francis McFall 

21 
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Happy Birthday 
Timothy Kujawa 

20 
 

21 
Happy Birthday 
Lewis Bertrand 

22 
Happy Birthday 
John Hanser 

27 
 

28  
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Happy Birthday 30th 

Silvio Marchesi 
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26 27 28 29 


