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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Monday, April 8, 2024 

Note the Date Change!!! 
Building Corp Meeting - 6:15 p.m. 
Membership Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

** Meeting In-Person at Council** 

Thursday, April 11, 2024 
Ladies Auxiliary Meeting -- 7:00 p.m. 
** Meeting In-Person at Council ** 

 
Friday, April 12th, 2024 

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 
6:30pm – At St. Vincent Ferrer 

 

Shield Deadline: 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 
editor@kofc7239.org 

(Always 3rd Sunday of Month) 

 

** Find us on Facebook ** 

 
 

 

THE SHIELD 
Official Publication of Fr. James B. Heary, O.P. - Council 7239 Knights of Columbus 

30191 Dequindre, Madison Heights, MI 48071 
Phone: (248) 588-3430 

http://www.kofc7239.org 

 

 

 

 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
Ghost written by Shield Editor 

Brother Knights, 

Vivat Jesus! 

REMINDER: April meeting with be on April 
8th!!!!  NOT April 1st. 

Our worthy Grand Knight is still out of town, but 
here are some things that I am sure he would want 
to pass along.   

We will be nominating officers for our next 
fraternal year at this meeting. Please consider 
serving as an officer for your council!! 

The BIG event this month is the Cornhole 
Tournament at St. Vincent Ferrer on April 12th.  
We need to discuss the final details at the April 
meeting, so please plan to attend.  And please plan 
to help and/or participate.  At minimum, get the 
word out about this event. 

We will also be discussing the Coffee and Donuts 
at St. Vincent.  It has been suggested that, with the 
passing of Linda Karolski, may she rest in peace, 
we may want to fill the gap and take a more active 
role in this parish activity. 

Lastly, we will need able bodied persons to help 
the Building Corp with their spring council clean-
up on Saturday May 4th.  There are several things 
that need to be done around the council and many 
hands make light work. 

I wish all our members had a Happy Easter!! 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

 
Samuel P. Lamerato 

Grand Knight   

 

 

 

 

Program Chairperson Report 
By James Morrison 

 

I do not have any activities planned for April.  

Dorothy and I want to wish everyone a very Happy 

Easter. 
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LADIES AUXILIARY 

 
Hi Ladies! 
 
We want to thank Darren Gray and Knights for the St. Patrick's Day 
Dinner!  Thanks to the Ladies who helped.  
 
We will need gift cards for April's meeting for the Charity Raffle at 
Mackinaw.  We need to bring in the rest of the gift baskets for the 
cornhole tournament by April's meeting.  
 
Donations are still needed for St. Vincent De Paul. 
 
Happy Anniversary to Nancy and Tim Oparka! 
 
Please pray for our Prayer List. 
 
Next Meeting is April 11th at 7:00 P.M.  at the council.  Hostesses 
are Marie Bessler, Earlene Carlisle, and Nancy Oparka. 
 
Happy belated Easter! 
Happy Easter! 

Cindy Podgorski 
President 

 

CORN BEEF DINNER 

 
I wanted to thank everyone who came out to the Corned Beef 

Dinner in March.  While we had a lot of people missing, it was 
still a decent turnout and a nice evening.  And I especially thank 
the Ladies Auxiliary for providing the sides and the plentiful 
amount of desserts.  Hopefully, I did not disappoint anyone as the 
beef did not turn out quite as I expected.  And thank you to Jim 
and Dorothy Morrison, providing dessert and the soda bread.  
And also Randy and Earlene for helping with the cleanup.  If I 
missed anyone, I apologize. 

 
Thank you!  

Sincerely, 
Darren Gray 
PGK, FDD 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

OFFICER ROSTER 
State Deputy 

Christopher Kolomjec 
District Deputy 

Darren Gray                                    (248) 302-8918 
Chaplain 

Grand Knight 
Samuel Lamerato (248) 885-1847 

Deputy Grand Knight 
David Hopcroft (248) 585-7771 

Financial Secretary 
Craig Massman (586) 506-8077 

Chancellor 
Ron Bertolini (248) 399-9261 

Warden 
Randy Carlisle                                (248) 585-8069 

Advocate 
Glain Guilmette, PGK  (586) 419-4641 

Treasurer 
Ryan Thompson (248)561-7122 

Recorder 
Robert Pasternak (586) 264-5994 

Guards 
Richard Salvatore  (248) 464-5087 
Mario Limon  (248) 561-2269 

Trustees 
Duane McLaughlin, 1 YR (248) 855-3153 
Lynn Figg, 2 YR (248) 808-6226 
Joe Miller, 3 YR                              (248) 439-0441 

Program Director 
Darren Gray                                    (248) 302-8918 

Membership Chairman 
Ron Bertolini (248) 399-9261 

Church Activities Director 
Joseph Miller  (248) 439-0441  

Boysville Chairman 
J. Turchin, PGK, FDD (248) 547-0854 

Vocation P.R. Director 

Youth Director 
Darren Gray, PGK (248) 302-8918 

Mentally Impaired Drive Chairmen 
Randy Carlisle 
Ernie Scheid (248) 544-2739 

Right-to-Life Chairman 
Jim Morrison, PGK, FDD (248) 585-2324 

THE SHIELD Editor 
Darren Gray editor@kofc7239.org 

Auxiliary President 
Cindy Podgorski (810) 395-8926 

General Insurance Agent 
Benji Borrelli, FIC (877) 857-6237 

 
BUILDING CORPORATION 

President 
R. Carlisle    C: (248) 703-4136   (248) 585-8069 

Vice President 
Ronnie Thompson (248) 561-3360 

Treasurer 
Tim Oparka (248) 585-7296 

Recorder 
Robert Pasternak (586) 264-5994 
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Special Announcement 

 
Congratulations to Past Grand Knight, Glain Guilmette for becoming a 

Great Grand Dad!  Blessings to new great grand baby, Lainey 

Guilmette and the rest of the Guilmette family 

 

Convention Delegate Elections Update 
 

Congratulations on the Delegates for the 2024 Michigan State Council Convention. 
Your District Deputy looks forward to seeing you on the island. 
 
1st Delegate – Sam Lamerato 
2nd Delegate – Ron Thompson 
 
1st Alternate – Ryan Thompson 
2nd Alternate – Mario Lemon 
 

 

Building Corp News 
 

Several things in regards to the Building Corp: 
 
1. Once again, if anyone has left over White or Off-White paint available that can 

be used to paint some of the outdoor items, please drop them off in front of the 
garage in the back. 

2. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!  Summer Clean up of the Council will be 
Saturday, May 4th.  Planning on between 8am-Noon.  Many hands make light 
work.   

3. If we have enough garbage to get rid of, we will be loading it up on Saturday, 
May 11th for the Madison Heights Spring Clean-up Day.  If you have a truck 
available, please let us know. 

  

PRAYER LIST 

 
Deloris Bail, Marie Bessler, Ann 
Brunk, Larry Bunting, Randy 
Carlisle, Stephen Claya (John 
Claya’s Grandson), Doug Evans, 
Alexander Hopcroft, Shirley 
Hopcroft (Dave’s Mother), 
Heather Lang, Edda Marchesi, 
Silvio Marchesi, Sharon McCoy 
(Ken Witkowski’s Sister), Mary 
Jo Miles, Peter Miles, Ron 
Ploskonka, Yvette Ploskonka, 

Stefanie Olszewski, Ernie 
Schied,  Marie Szlag, Tony 
Szeliga, Ronnie Thompson, Matt 
Ventimiglia, Regis Welsh, Jean 
Witkowski, Ken Witkowski. 
 
 
NOTE: I have cleared out the Prayer 
List for the new year, except for those 
who have been added at the last meeting.  
If you wish to have someone added to 
this list, please send an email to: 
editor@kofc7239.org 
 

And please pray for all of the 
men and women of our Armed 
Services. Also please pray for the 
recently deceased. 

 
NOTE: Just a reminder. Please 

make sure to write names clearly so 
that I can add them correctly to 
the sick and deceased list. 
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THE ROSARY 
An Editor’s Request 

 

As we come out of the Lenten season, I think it’s important to reflect on 
our journey.  If you are not doing so, please consider taking out your Bible and 
your Rosary and say a special dedication to all that the Holy Spirit has graced 
you with over this Lenten time.  God Bless and stay safe. 

Darren Gray, PGK, FDD 

The Shield Editor 
editor@kofc7239.org  

 

 
 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
04/02 John Turchin  
04/04 Robert Pasternak 
04/04 Thaddeus Zakrzewki 
04/06 Darren Ambrosiewicz  
04/14 William Baumgart 
04/22 John Hanser 
04/27 Timothy Pompo 
04/30 Silvio Marchesi  
 
 
 

LADIES AUXILIARY 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
None for April 

 

 

 

If we missed your birthday 
or the date is wrong, please email 
me at editor@kofc7239.org . 
Thanks. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 
Happy Birthday 

John Turchin 

 

3  

 
 

4 
Happy Birthday  

Robert Pasternak 

Thaddeus Zakrzewski 

 

5 
 

  

6 
Happy Birthday  
Darren 
Ambrosiewicz 

 

7 

 

8 
6:15pm Building Corp 

7pm Member Mtg 

 

 9 10 11 
7pm Ladies Aux Mtg 

At Council 

 

12 
6:30pm  

Cornhole Tourney 

At St. Vincent 

 

13 

14 
Happy Birthday 

William Baumgart 

 

15 16 
 

17 
 

 

18 
 

19 
 

 20 

 

 21 
SHIELD DEADLINE 

 

22 
Happy Birthday 

John Hanser 

 

23 24 25 26 27 
Happy Birthday 

 Timothy Pompo 

28 

 

29 

 

30 
Happy Birthday 

Silvio Marchesi 

 

    

 

April 2024 



 

 
 

 

 

ART HOPCROFT, FOUNDER 

HAZEL PARK MADISON HEIGHTS 
23919 JOHN R.  31145 JOHN R. 
(248) 543-6687 (248) 585-7770 

 

DAVID HOPCROFT, Owner 
 

DANIEL FINLEY, Director 

 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
Family Owned and Operated 

 

 

FUNERAL HOME 
30351 Dequindre 

Madison Heights, MI 48071 
 

Edward C. Swanson  
 

                   Dennis C. Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 
Career Opportunity: 

 

The Knights of Columbus is seeking 

a Field Agent for a career opportunity 

representing their insurance program.  

They offer a complete benefits package 

with this full-time position.  In order to 

qualify, one must be eligible for 

membership in the Knights of 

Columbus.  For more information, 

please contact, Benji Borrelli, General 

Agent, at 877-857-6237, or 

Benji.borrelli@kofc.org   

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


